China and Chinese Bishops
to be more precise, near-Eastern in its origin, made them
think that it was not patriotic for them to be Christians.
Pope Pius XI probably more than any other Pope has
realised this great danger for the future. He has very
definitely distinguished between the less-advanced races
of Africa and the highly civilised, almost out-of-date races
of China, that are gradually coming back into the modern
world.
Not long after he became Pope he decided to have a
Missionary Exhibition in Rome, which I have already
mentioned. Shortly after this he decided to publish an
encyclical that would define a bolder policy in regard to
such foreign missions.
As I have shown with regard to the United States, he
felt that western civilisation is in grave peril of collapse,
and he showed his determination that, whatever happened,
the Church should be no more lost to the Far East than
it would be to the New World.
In his encyclical he urged all missionary bishops to
encourage and multiply a native clergy and to leave them as
far as possible free, and as soon as possible to take com-
plete charge of the Church in their own countries, all of
which applied especially to China.
He pointed out that the Chinese would know best what
methods to pursue for the making of further Christians,
and added that they could preach even better than the
missionaries in their own language. He pointed out also
how the constant revolts against foreign influence necessi-
tated the frequent escapes of foreign missionaries* He
tried to stress the point that European missionaries should
regard themselves only as pioneers, to give place in time
to a native clergy whom they would help and train.